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Anthony Battle (nominated by Anne Hogue, Titusville Academy)

Anthony Battle is a fourth-grade student who has experienced uphill challenges since his first day of life. His mother died soon after his birth. But as Anthony says, “She is always in my heart.” At The Titusville Academy, he has achieved the highest status of Executive Bulldog. He supports and encourages his peers when they are struggling and cheers their accomplishments. The Executive Bulldogs visited a local nursing home to help the residents make holiday gingerbread houses. To everyone’s delight, Anthony took it upon himself to entertain them through song and dance. Anthony demonstrates extraordinary kindheartedness and compassion to everyone he meets. 

Brennan Kocsis (nominated by Maureen Mutinsky, Lawrence Intermediate School)

Brennan, a sixth-grader, started helping SAVE Animal Shelter in December 2010. He was concerned about animal cruelty and wanted to help animals in need. Brennan encouraged his family to visit SAVE. They walked a few dogs on a cold, snowy day, and it was clear to Brennan that he wanted to help as much as he could. He formed a team of four students who created “Pennies for Pets” and put together a computer presentation to correct the misperceptions of pit bulls. Within two months, the team collected almost $100 in spare change for SAVE.

Inayah Jones (nominated by Diana Weber, Robinson Elementary School)

Recently fifth-grader Inayah went to her guidance office to express concern for a third-grader who was having trouble with friendships. Before long, Inayah had become that student’s role model and friend. When she learned that her school was collecting money for a mother of a school teacher who was very ill, Inayah created her own handmade card with several dollars tucked inside and asked her guidance counselor to give it to the afflicted family. Inayah and her family also help children in need in developing countries. “For the world to be a better place,” Inayah as written, “we all need to lend a hand.” 

Erin Bonafede (nominated by Carrie Wainwright, West Windsor High School North)

Erin is an enlightened teenager who has performed charitable work through school, church, and community organizations for years. She is especially talented at helping children with special needs, including a neighborhood girl who uses a wheelchair and a boy with special needs, encouraging him to channel his energies through sports, games, creativity, and humor. She is a leader in a student organization that tutors and mentors children at risk and another that befriends self-described social outcasts. Erin is one of those unique individuals who already knows she will devote her life to helping children with special needs.

Olivia Lang (nominated by Pamela Ewashko, Reynolds Middle School)

Olivia, a sixth-grader has organized lemonade stands to support Alex’s Lemonade Stand and The Cat Cottage. She also volunteers at Arcadia Nursing Home, where she plays bingo with the residents and brings candy, gifts, and stuffed animals to give for prizes. She has also walked dogs for Rescue Pets and initiated a fundraiser for The Cat Cottage that raised more than $100, some of which came from her own allowance. Generous and caring, Olivia is a great role model and an asset to our community.

Samantha Tola (nominated by Nancy Whalen, Frederick R. Sayen Elementary School)

Fifth-grader Samantha Tola’s main charity is Soles4Soles, which distributes shoes to 300 million shoeless children in 125 countries. Last year, Americans discarded more than 300 million pairs. In landfills, the toxic glue that holds the shoes together can leak into our water supply and atmosphere. In tune with Sayen’s GO GREEN initiative, Samantha asked students to donate their gently worn shoes to help the needy and protect our Earth at the same time. She is halfway to her goal of collecting 500 pairs of shoes. Additionally, Samantha is always willing to help a friend in need at Sayen School and always models good character to everyone she meets.

GROUP AWARDS

Kidsbridge Team - Timberlane Middle School (nominated by Georgette Rogers/Maureen Kelly)
Inspired by the two-day interactive workshop they attended at the Kidsbridge Tolerance Museum last spring, 25 eighth-graders (the “Kidsbridge Team”) created Diversity Appreciation Days to promote understanding and acceptance of individual differences. Using the presentation and leadership skills they acquired at the Museum, the Kidsbridge Team was able to develop and execute meaningful activities focusing on Respect, Fairness, Caring, and Citizenship. 

During Diversity Appreciation Days, a two-day event held last November, all students rotated through a series of learning stations. Afterward, chatter in the hallways, at lunch, as well as written reflections indicated that students had become more aware of how their words, jokes, and actions could be hurtful to others. Staff has noticed that bystanders are beginning to report more incidents of bullying. There has also been an increase in student-initiated community-service project proposals. The Kidsbridge Team is living proof that peer education and empowering students to be role models, to take charge, and “Be the Change” works. Timberlane Principal, Anthony Suozzo, said it best: “If we understand and accept everyone’s differences, then working together, we can accomplish amazing things in our school.”
The Peer Mediation Program - Slackwood Elementary School (nominated by Melanie Seaman)
Slackwood Elementary, a K-3 school in Lawrenceville, runs a Peer Mediation Program in which third-graders learn conflict-management skills and use them to conduct mediations during the school year with students requesting help with a problem. The mediators begin training in early October and give up once recess each week to participate in training sessions. Through skits, the peer mediators demonstrate to the rest of the school how mediation works. Students realize that they are role models and must behave in an exemplary manner, showing the pillars of character in their daily lives. The mediators take their role in the school very seriously and will undoubtedly render the school climate a more safe and secure place to learn.
Crockett Middle School Student Council Officers (nominated by Virginia Moscowitz)
Danese, West Virginia, is a coal-mining town that was hit very hard by weather-related issues and the economy. Many of its citizens have become impoverished. Upon hearing of the situation in Danese from a local couple, Crockett Middle School Student Council officers Christina Dunnington, Riley Zoldi, Paisley Nunn and Mia Sabo, all in grade 8, started collecting items for Danese families in need. A truckload of furniture, clothing, household items, and school supplies were  collected, sorted, and sent to Danese. Some council members went to Danese to help with the delivery. Crockett students and staff were treated to a homemade meal after unloading the truck. Crockett continues to collect items as an ongoing community service effort, and everyone is looking forward to taking the trip again this summer.

Fisher Middle School Peacemakers Club (nominated by Mary Brandl Reynolds)
The Peacemakers Club was started about 10 years ago to help promote peace in school and the community. Members meet year round and take on such projects as a food drive for needy families in Ewing. Each day, Peace Club members organize the food collection, keeping track of which grade is in the competitive lead. Another project was to support the local animal shelter. The old towels, dog treats, collars, canned food, and pet toys were collected for the grateful shelter. The club also helps teachers. In one case, the members made over 50 posters to advertise and build excitement for a tolerance activity called Mix It Up Day. Currently, the club is sponsoring a poster contest asking for original art work using the words: “Living in Peace, Learning in Peace.” The club is also raising funds to help earthquake and tsunami victims in Japan. The Peacemakers Club is certainly fulfilling mission to make a difference in school, their community and the world. 

CURE CHILDHOOD CANCER -Zoe O’Beirne, Sebastian Ratzan, Rachel Shrivastava, Cristina Maldacene, Mariana Lopez-Ona, William Allan (nominated by Joseph Hammell, Princeton Charter School)
When a childhood friend of Zoe’s died of cancer, it upset her greatly. When a group of Zoe’s classmates found out they got together and brainstormed a way to help keep her memory alive. Zoe, Sebastian, Rachel, Mariana, Cristina and William decided to hold a bake sale in honor of Zoe’s friend to raise money for the organization CURE Childhood Cancer. They created posters, promoted their bake sale, and shared Zoe’s friend’s story. They even created a blog titled “Treats for Needs” to tell about their cause. Together, this small group of humanitarians was able to raise more than $500 to help find a cure for childhood cancers.



FUNDRAISER FOR JAPAN EARTHQUAKE-TSUNAMI - Claire Burden, Natalie Campisi, Eda Ozbay, Grace McGuirk, Nora Wildberg (nominated by Joseph Hammell, Princeton Charter School)
When the recent earthquake and tsunami struck Japan, Claire talked with her mom and decided she wanted to do have a bake sale to benefit victims of this great tragedy. Claire enlisted the help of some of her friends who were more than happy to join the effort. Claire, Nora, Grace, Eda, and Natalie spent a Friday night baking plenty of goods for the sale. They held their sale the next day by the Princeton Library and raised more than $350.
ADULT AWARDS

Stephanie Spears (nominated by Lauren Doherty, The Titusville Academy)

Stephanie Spears has been a paraprofessional at Titusville Academy for the last seven years, and she has excelled at working with all age groups. Her main duty is to help students, individually or in groups, with assignments by utilizing specific teaching strategies and her acquired knowledge of learning styles. She has the ability to instantly make connections with every student. Along with the duties of a paraprofessional, Ms. Spears has taken on the roll as leader of the Academy’s Executive Bulldogs. Ms. Spears has run numerous community outreach programs including helping out at soup kitchens and donated and collecting toys for sick children at local hospitals. They have also visited retirement homes and participated in holiday events, such as making gingerbread houses and Valentines. Ms. Spears and the students have also made ribbons to sell, raising money for The American Heart Association and Thomas Horan Memorial Fund. After school, Ms. Spears continues her guidance of children under the auspices of AmeriCorps and NJ After Three. She is currently working one-on-one with a special needs child.

Erik Daniels (nominated by Roseann Bonino, West Windsor-Plainsboro High School South)

Mr. Daniels has been a special education teacher at West Windsor-Plainsboro High School South for 13 years. Throughout his career he has involved himself with the lives of students both in and outside of the classroom, through coaching athletic teams, advising clubs, chaperoning school trips, and being the “voice of South” at athletic events. He instills this sense of community service and “giving” to his students by the example that he sets. Each year, he arranges for one of his clubs to rake leaves for the elderly in our community. Over the years, the school has received countless letters of thanks from senior citizens praising Mr. Daniels and his students for their efforts. Mr. Daniels has also orchestrated a fundraising campaign to sponsor a field trip for the Cherry Tree Club, which provides a free preschool program for homeless and at-risk children. Also, he donated enough money to pay for a trip to the Camden Aquarium. Mr. Daniels is constantly involved in collection campaigns for food and clothing items for the Trenton Soup Kitchen, the Plainsboro Food Pantry, and the Anchor House home for runaways. An inspiration to all that know him - Mr. Erik Daniels.
Regine Pitts-Ramsey (nominated by Dorothea Vynycky, Grant Elementary School)
Rays of light beaming on the community come from a variety of sources. One significant ray of light is shed by the guidance counselor, Regine Pitts-Ramsey, from Grant Elementary School in Trenton. Mrs. Ramsey has been an educator for more than 30 years and a counselor for more than 15 in her quest for promoting good will and a sense of peace among children at the school. Throughout the year, she brings in organizations that focus on ways of teaching tolerance and dealing with prejudice. Discussions take place on bullying, stereotypes, and appreciation of diversity. Community service is also emphasized. Mrs. Ramsey helps students on an individual basis by assisting with a given problem directly or helping students help themselves, building their self-esteem and making them cognizant of the vital role that respect plays in their daily lives. In fact, “helping children help themselves” is Mrs. Ramsey’s motto.

Edited pro bono by Robin Levinson


